
Generall y , there are four different t y pes of streets. The y 

are classified because each serves a particular fun cti on accordin g 

to the different land uses the y serve . To better un der stand the 

four t y pes, a brief d i scuss ion is offered. 

The local street provides direct access to a butting 
propert y and is most commonl y thought of as a resi
dential street. Its pavement width is narrow as the 
traffic is generally light . The local street also 
serves as a design element in planning for a neigh 
borhood; for instance, a curvilinear street pattern 
can encourage a stimulating and attractive arrangement 
of houses. 

The collector street is pr imaril y another residential 
street that drains the traffic off local streets and 
leads i t to a major street. The collector street i s 
of a slightl y greater width than a local street as it 
carries a larger volume of traffic . 

The major street - or major thorou ghf are - prov i des 
a means of cross-town travel to the major work ing, 
shopping and living areas in a cit y. This t y pe of 
street is used in delineating neighborhoods and serves 
as a buffer between two land uses . The width of a 
major street is from three to six lanes, depending 
on the v olume of traffic. 

The freeway i s different from the other three t y pes. 
It has controlled access rather than direct access 
and connects cities rather than neighborhoods . It is 
also designed for higher speeds than t h e others. 

Streets serve the above - described functions at least in terms 

of traffic volumes but not necessaril y in design . This has been 

concluded by Cit y and State anal y ses of tra v el habits in Thomas -

ville. The City has recognized the ina dequac ie s in the present 

street s y ste m and has contracted with the St ate Highway Commi ss i o n 

to have a major thoroughfare plan prepared . 

S treet Maintenance and Construction 

S treet ma int enance and construction are the responsibilit y 

o f Thomasville's Street Division of the Cit y' s Public Works 

Department, and the S ta te Highwa y Commission . As of 19 6 3, the 

C it y was maintainin g approximatel y 65 miles and the S tate 22 miles 

of roads. 
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